NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2007


17th October 2007.

Dear Parents,

1. As you are well aware fundraising plays a vital role in helping to generate badly needed funding for our school as our Department of Education and Science grants’ allocation is far from sufficient in itself. When the new Parents’ Association Committee is elected it will undertake some fundraising ventures. The Department of Education and Science gave the school a grant of €20,000 towards the tarmacadam job that was done in the junior block yard, the front path and the school entrance during the summer. An amount of preparation work had to be done first to the yard before the tarmacadam could be laid which increased the cost substantially. We have a balance of €8,000 to offset so, your support for our fundraising ventures and Voluntary Contribution is vital.

You are also aware that I would like  to have new floors put down in the hall and the two blocks. The money is not there currently to undertake such a venture but thanks to Fitzpatrick Brothers who are building locally in the Beacon Court area we will be able to put a new floor down in the hall over the mid-term. I want to acknowledge their generous donation of €10,000 which will cover the cost of the job. The donation was made as a gift towards our 25th celebrations last year.

With that in mind the hall floor will be taken up on Thursday night next at 9.30pm after Karate classes. Volunteers will be needed to take up the tiles and the school will hire a skip to have them removed. It is only through volunteering to help on the night that we can get the job done for €10,000. Please contact the office if you are available for a few hours on the night in question.

2. All children when they are born in Ireland are assigned a PPS number. If you know your child’s PPS no. please send it in to the front office. If you don’t have it to hand please phone the Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs at 7043000 (ask for client identification) and they will supply you with the child’s number. When dealing with the Dept. of Education and other agencies we are expected to have the child’s PPS number on file.

3. Some time ago you should have received a form regarding Safety on the Internet. The idea was that if there was sufficient interest amongst the parents a meeting would be held in the locality to discuss any worries people might have. Just to let you know that only a handful of forms have been returned which indicates that there is not a demand for such a meeting.

4. Parent / Teacher meeting will take place on Wednesday and Thursday 21st and 22nd November from 2.45pm on both evenings. Appointment slips will be sent out when we return to school after the mid-term break.

5. In case you are not aware a new Children’s Museum has opened in the South Quarter of the Beacon Court Development. It is called Imaginosity.  A number of children from the school have already been down to visit. Some of Ms Morgan’s class were invited down for the official opening where RTE cameras were present. The cost is €8 each per adult and child for two hours. It is very busy at the weekend so it is advisable to book. The concept behind it is that the parents take an active part with their children when they are there. The phone no. is 2176134.

6. Reminder : The school will close at 12.00 noon tomorrow, Friday 19th October to facilitate Staff Meeting. Dance Classes for Junior and Senior Infants will be this Friday only from 12.00 noon to 1.00pm on this day. Children should be collected from the school hall at 1.00pm

7. If you would like to receive future newsletters by e-mail please forward same to the office. The more we send out by e-mail the less wastage we will have with paper.

Yours sincerely,

______________

Finbarr O’Driscoll

Principal.

